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	CU ‘Learning Destination’ Summary



	Name of CU ‘Learning Destination’ and contact details


	Parliament’s Education Service                             
education@parliament.uk
020 7219 4496



	Title of learning activity (and site details)
	‘Visit Parliament Programme’ / Politics Module

Houses of Parliament 

London
http://www.parliament.uk/education/visiting-parliament/visit-parliament.htm


	Brief description of learning activity 

(including aims, objectives, intended outcomes) 


	These particular visits are only available for UK schools and youth organisations and must be booked in advance. For details of access for the public and other organisations please contact your local MP.

Visits begin with a tour of the Palace of Westminster, providing the context for learning about the work and role of Parliament. A choice of curriculum-focused workshops follows, including a question and answer session with the school's MP, subject to their availability at the time of your visit. 

Palace of Westminster tour:
Children learn how Parliament works from inside the amazing building where its business takes place. Tours will vary according to the time of your visit as access to the debating chambers and public viewing galleries is not always possible. The focus is on the current work and role of Parliament rather than its history or the heritage of the building itself.
Choice of interactive workshops:
All workshops are designed to support the Citizenship curriculum, and build on the palace tour. Each is differentiated for the appropriate age groups, makes use of interactive technology and culminates in a question and answer session with the school's MP (subject to their availability). 

Groups choose one of the following workshops:

· Elections and voting:
Younger participants will make their own manifestos for an interactive election, while older learners will explore the world of different voting systems and voting behaviour. 

· Your voice:
Local, national and European responsibilities are the focus of this session. Crucially, it explores how people have effected change in this context and what students can do to make a difference on the issues that matter to them. 

· Making laws: 
We all have to obey laws, but how are they made? Participants will find out by following the process of a bill from the spark of an idea to the Queen putting pen to paper. 

	Target age/group


	7-18 year olds



	Duration


	2 hours 15 minutes


	Validated by (local CU) 


	National Children’s University™

	Date


	1st December 2009



